ENTERTAINMENTS

“CHRISTINE.”

It is not ulten that Brisbane has the
fonour of o firet production. That dls=-
tinctlon was achleved last night when
the Brisbane Repertory Thealre Soclety
played “Christine,” a delightful four
act comedy [rom the pen of Mr. Vance
Paliner, the Queensland suthor and
playwright. “ChristUne” was written
ubout two years ago, but Mr. Palmer
dld not make any attempt *o have it
produced. It was chosen, however, hy
the Repertory Soclety, as the year's
Australian production: It {s the alm
of the socicty to produce one Aus-
trallan play each Year.

A distinguished gathering was pre-
gent at the Cremorne Thealre laat
nlght and that the play met with un-
yualified approval was evident [from
the genercus applause which was
given at the end of each act and at
the final curtain.

“Christine” s not a bolsterous
comedy: a ripple of quist humour runs
through It, The dialogue ls ulﬂer—f'ﬂ
not too clever—and thera |a nothing
that jars or grdtes or ‘shocke.

The plot Is not one of thrills, en-
tanglements, and complications: It ls
# gontle satire on human nDature,
There Is guite & comforiable feeling
that everything Ia going to be all
right. Nevertheless the element of
surprise is naver absent.

The story deals with & peried In
the lives of the family of Arthur
Rankin, & comfortable widower, a Vic-
torian orchardist and nurseryman. Ap-
parently he has never’ taken his two
gons and two daughters Inte his con=-
fldence or permitted them to enjoy the
privileges of grown-ups, and lh consco-
quence there is & feeling of discontent,
even revelt amopy them, o [esling
that becomes ebullleni when Lhe
father at the Jast momeni casually
announces that he |s bringing back
from Melbcurne a second wile.
Before her darrival the famlly Bﬂplrl
to treat her as an [htrider, bui the
stepmother = called “ Christine"™ by
wll=—turns out to be a tactful, thought-
‘ful, eclever woman, and she wins her
way to thelr tmpressionable hearts,
Christine bringe loy (o gll four and
mukes possible of sawift achlevement
plans that had too Jong hung fire,
Through: her efforts her husband geia
into Parliament, tha orchard |In
made over tu George, th-elder son, mo
that he |s In a positien to marry Freda
Braddon, the pretty daughter of the
villaga doctlor: Jess is reunited with
her lover, Brian Faloon; Nell gets &
chance to pruve her muslcal abliliy;
and Don ewnse & car.
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THnmayve W O PFUYSE  we
and Don owne & car.

Mlss Dulcle Beott brilllantly poerirays
the role of Chelstine and captivales the
audlence ne she doen the step-children.
It wae a theroughly convincing efforL.
Mr, Jum Pendleton, after an uncertain

AR WAL

start, makes ap admirable Arthur
Rankin., Misses Bahsttea Ferguson and
Beryl Telford act naturally In the

paris of Jess and Nell, the daughters,
the former as the remantic "Cinderslian”
and the latier n vivaclous girl of 18,
George, the stoleal farm monager, 1a
falthfully impersunated by Mr. Leo
Guyatt, and Mr. Jim Felgate makes &
typleal younger son, Don. Freda Brad-
don, George's {lancee, I8 briskly played
by Miss Mary luyn, Smaller parts are
entrusted to My, Douglays Henderson
{Brlap TFaloony and Mr. Boab Risson
{Dr. Braddon)), whe do thelr work

twell,

© T presentatlon  of  “Christina®
murks anvther succvess fur the Reper-
tory Boclety, The play will be re-
pouated tu-nlght and Lto-morrew night.
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